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Where American Art Was Born



VISION STATEMENT

The Thomas Cole National Historic Site will be the leading source for education and
scholarship that inspires cultural and environmental awareness of the American landscape
and the continuing impact of Thomas Cole and the Hudson River School.

MISSION STATEMENT

The Thomas Cole National Historic Site preserves and interprets the home and studios

of Thomas Cole, the founder of the Hudson River School of painting, the nation’s first art
movement. Cole’s profound influence on America’s cultural landscape inspires us to engage
broad audiences through innovative educational programs that are relevant today.

Dear Friends,

Having completed our first decade open to the public and our first full year
as an independent non-profit organization, 2011 was a year for research
and planning. With funding from a federal grant we’ve been thinking in-
tensely about our guided tour and the way in which we present the Thomas
Cole story to the world. Our plans to rebuild Thomas Cole’s “New Studio”
moved into a new phase, and we were lucky enough to acquire the parcel
of land that abuts it. Our ties with the local community grew stronger this
year as well, with our first annual “Community Day” in September. Looking
farther afield, we were thrilled to help build a Thomas Cole exhibition that

B 0 AR D 0 F T R U STE E s is now touring the country. Two key artifacts joined our collection this year:
a Thomas Cole painting and the artist’s own original guitar. With two new
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Reenactment of Thomas and Maria Cole’s wedding
on the 175th anniversary of the event
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EDUCATION & INSPIRATION

We were pleased to offer an exhibition

for 2011 that presented another “first”,
following on the heels of the 2010 exhi-
bition of women artists of the Hudson
River School. For 2011, we presented the
paintings of Robert S. Duncanson, the first
black painter in America to make a living
from his art and to become internation-
ally known. He was also an enthusiastic
follower of Thomas Cole, and his paintings
most definitely reflect this influence. The
title of the show is “Robert S. Duncanson:
The Spiritual Striving of the Freeman’s
Son.” The curator, Joe Ketner, is consid-
ered the authority on the artist.

The other major grant project we imple-
mented in 2011 is the grant from the In-
stitute of Museum and Library Services to
work on our interpretation. We completed
the research phase, resulting in three ma-
jor reports from our consultants Jean Dun-
bar, Catherine Harris and Maureen Hen-
nessey, as well as the benchmarking report
from the board and staff members who
participated in those trips. All of the new
information energized us as we worked on
how to put those ideas into practice. The
staff worked intensively in the early spring
to craft a new tour, one that focuses on the
time period that Thomas Cole was actually
at here Cedar Grove (1830s to 1848), that
takes advantage of the substantial amount

of original Cole material we really have
here, and that uses stories and touches
people’s emotions, creating an experi-
ence that cannot be had anywhere else. At
spring workshops we enlisted the help of
the docents in crafting their own person-
alized version of the new tour - one that
accomplishes the goals stated above.

In addition to reshaping the regular tour,
we designed and tested a “prototype tour”
in the fall, resulting in overwhelmingly
positive feedback from the public. The
prototype was designed to engage visitors
in a more hands-on way, and it included
adding guitar music in the Cole Sitting
Room, conducting a demonstration of
paint-mixing in the studio, and showing
various primary source documents (letters,
drawings, family portraits, Cole’s artwork)
in other rooms.

The other “prototype” we created was a
reenactment of Thomas and Maria Cole’s
wedding on the occasion of their 175th
anniversary in November. The feedback
was, if anything, even more positive.
When asked to rate the event on a scale
of 1 to 5, people answered 6, or even 10!
The event achieved its goals of attracting
a younger audience and communicating
our new research in a new way (i.e. not in
lecture format).




-
Melissa Gavilanes, Director of Educati
a workshop with local school children

- OUTREACH & COMMUNITY

Our Community Outreach committee
planned and executed a September Com-
munity Day event in the hopes of attract-
ing new local audiences to the site, and it
worked. Approximately 200 people came
during the 4-hour event, and the majority
indicated that they lived locally and had
never visited before. The visitor center was
decked out with fall pumpkins and home-
made cookies, the front lawn held several
tables of activities including a community
painting, and the East Parlour contained
a detailed new exhibition of the ten-year
history of the organization that was cre-
ated by the Fellows and staff.

On September 1st, a new exhibition on
Thomas Cole that we created in partner-
ship with “NEH on the Road” began its
S-year national tour with an opening at
the Brazos Valley Museum of Natural
History in Bryan, Texas. The exhibition,
entitled “Wild Land: Thomas Cole and the
Birth of American Landscape Painting,”
then moves to the Stedman Art Gallery at
Rutgers in Camden, New Jersey, where it
will be on view starting November 10th.

For the most up-to-date touring schedule,
visit www.nehontheroad.org and click on
exhibitions.

Another art presentation that we orga-
nized in 2011 is the “Claude Mirror” by
artist Alex McKay. The “Claude Mirror”
was installed on the west-facing part of
our porch so that the view of the moun-
tains can be seen in the mirror, which is an
oval convex surface that was used by Fred-
eric Church and other 19th-century artists
to frame a view and see a scene in a more
painterly way. Alex then installed a video
camera to film the view as seen in the
mirror, 24 hours a day, and “web cast” the
view from our website. In this way, people
from all over the world enjoyed Thomas
Cole’s view at any time of day, in all differ-
ent weather, and through the seasons. It is
a great way to fulfill a number of our goals
at once: to present educational programs
about 19th-century landscape painting, to
present programs that are relevant today,
to reach new and younger audiences, and
to expand our presence on the web.
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DEVELOPMENT & GROWTH

It’s not every day that I get to report that
a Thomas Cole painting has joined our
collection, but that’s what happened this
fall. We received the transfer from the
Seattle Art Museum of an undated oil
sketch of a local scene in beautiful condi-
tion and attractively framed. In addition,
an excellent turn of events has resulted

in Thomas Cole’s own guitar making its
way back to Cedar Grove. Rick Sharp, the
new chair of the Olana board of trustees,
purchased this unique and priceless
artifact and donated it to us. The guitar
was sold at the 1964 auction, and Edith
Cole Silberstein’s recollection is that the
guitar had never previously left the house.
We believe it is the same instrument

that Cole is playing in his painting “The
Pic-Nic”, and it appears in a photograph
of the interior of the New Studio from

the late 19th century, lying on a bench
next to Emily Cole. This object will signifi-
cantly enhance our collection of authentic
Cole material, and we look forward to
incorporating it into our tour.

Also this past fall, we learned that the
NEH awarded us a grant to improve

our ability to preserve and care for our
collections. The goal of the project is

to gain an understanding of current
environmental risks to the collection,

to learn what practices and purchases
can be implemented immediately to
better care for the objects, and to obtain
detailed descriptions of larger initiatives
and their costs so that additional funds
can be raised to accomplish them.

We are pleased to report that we now own
the property in between our caretaker’s
house and the New Studio site, 32 Hud-

son Avenue, which we are calling the Knoll

House. We purchased the property using
a mortgage and a gift from the Naumberg
Estate, and the mortgage is being paid for

by renting out the house. This is a
major step forward for the site, opening
up numerous possibilities for the future,
as we now own the entire stretch along
Hudson Avenue except the corner house
on Spring Street.

In 2011 we expanded our staft with
two key positions, the Collections &
Exhibitions Manager and the Historic
Site Interpreter, bringing our paid
professional staff up to six.

Out along our Spring Street frontage, our
landscape restoration project is showing
results. The wall and fence are complete
and the piers are finished except for their
bluestone caps. With the installation of
the wooden posts and gates, our face to
the community will at last be both inviting
and historically accurate.

The New Studio project has moved from
a “someday dream” to an achievable set
of tasks that are underway. The architect
Marilyn Kaplan delivered her drawings,
report, and a budget. Meanwhile, the
fundraising committee has been working
with the consultant Anne Ackerson to
improve our fundraising capability and
create planning documents for a capital
campaign. Just last week, a capital
campaign expert and friend, Peter O’Hara,
agreed to serve as our campaign consul-
tant as a pro-bono project. We can now
see a realistic path to this project’s com-
pletion, and it is a thrill indeed.
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2011 SOURCES AND

USES OF FUNDS

Total Income: $498,857
Programs and D;:::f
Retail

4%

Admissions
4%

Events
16%
Private Support
%
Foundation v
Support Support
10% 1%

Total Expense: $486,204

Shop &
Equipment & piscallaneous
Supplies LY a—
%

PR, Printing &
Events
13%

11%

Maintenance &
Security
13%

Federal Grants
a9%

Staff &
Consultants
5T%

2011 DONORS
AND MEMBERS

S5000 and up

Mr. Ramzi Abufaraj and Mr. Keith Nuss
Ms. Lisa Fox Martin and

Mr. John Dickinson May
Mr. David Grey and Mrs. Laura Grey
Mr. Geoff Howell
The J.M. Kaplan Fund Inc.
Mr. Richard Mason and

Mrs. Elizabeth Mason
Ms. Nina Matis and Mr. Alan Gosule
Dr. Anne Miller and Mr. Stuart Breslow
Ms. Betsy Scott and Mr. Alfred Scott
Mrs. Andra Sheinkopf and

Mr. Ronald Baatz
Mr. Warner Shook and Mr. Frank Swim
Ms. Frances Spark

$2500 - $4999

Mr. Stephen Dunn and
Ms. Jacqueline Dunn
Mr. Charles Flood and
Ms. Kristin Gamble Flood
Mr. David B. Forer and
Ms. Mary G. Forer
Mr. Barry Garfinkel and
Ms. Gloria Garfinkel
New York Council For the Humanities
Ms. Purcell Palmer
Mr. Stephen Shadley
Mr. Kenneth Williams and
Mrs. Ethel Williams
Mr. Howard Zar and
Mr. Raymond J. Kurdziel

$1000 - $2499

Mrs. Ann Artschwager
Mr. Peter M. Bakal
Mr. James W. Battle
Ms. Carrie Feder and
Mr. Randall A. Evans
Ms. MaryEllen Gallagher
Ms. Linda Gentalen and
Mr. Tom Gentalen
Mr. Michel Goldberg
Greene County Council on the Arts
Ms. Jean D. Hamilton and
Mr. Richard McCarthy
Mr. Charles D. Hewett, Jr. and
Mr. Charles D. Olbricht
Ms. Madelyn Jennings
Ms. Kate Johns and Mr. Jason Shaw
Mr. Thomas McKay and
Ms. Elizabeth McKay
Mr. Johnnie Moore and
Mr. Ashton Hawkins
Mr. Michael Moy and Mr. Joseph Sniado
Mr. Peter 0’Hara and Mr. John Garofalo
Mr. Richard Sharp
Ms. Robin Smith and Mr. Martin Smith

Mr. Hudson Talbott
Mrs. Sybil Tannenbaum and
Mr. Richard Tannenbaum

$500 - $999

Ms. Ava Barbour and
Mr. David Christofferson
Dr. Richard Bassin and
Mrs. Jean Bassin
Mr. Frank Cuthbert
Ms. Gracia Dayton and
Mr. Bruce Dayton
Mr. Peter Finn and Ms. Sarah Finn
Mr. Peter Frank
Ms. Ginnie Gardiner and
Mr. Jon Phillips
GE Foundation
Mr. Thomas Gibson and
Ms. Di-Anne Gibson
Mr. Larry Gillaspie and
Ms. Janis Pforsich
Ms. Sarah Gray Miller and
Mr. Tony Stamolis
Mr. David 0. Herman
Hillcrest Press
Ms. Rebecca Hoffmann and
Mr. John Dunn
Mr. Demetrios Karayannides and
Mrs. Sue Karaynnides
Ms. Patricia Kaufman
Mr. Brendan Kelly
Ms. Pamela King-Belfor
Mr. John Lankenau and
Ms. Alison Lankenau
Ms. Ronnie McCue
Mr. John Moree and
Mrs. Margaret Moree
Museumwise
Mr. Alan Pavese
Mr. Peter Ricci and Ms. Jane Ricci
Mr. David L. Robertson
Mr. Charles M. Royce and
Mrs. Deborah Royce
Mr. Brian Smith and Ms. Suzanne Smith
Mr. Patrick Terenchin and
Mr. David Ludwig
Mr. Maynard Toll and Ms. Kay Toll
Dr. Elliot S. Vesell
Ms. Barbara Weber and
Mr. Walter Weber
Mr. Wheelock Whitney, Ill and
Mr. Sandro Cagnin

$250 - $499

Ms. Isabelle Autones and

Mr. Francis Greenburger
Mrs. Jenny Baldwin
Mr. Eric Baumgartner and

Mrs. Katherine Baumgartner

Mr. Peter Bevacqua and
Mr. Stephen King
Dr. Matthew Brown and
Mrs. Maria Brown
Mr. John Cross and Mrs. Linda Cross
Mr. Owen Davidson and Mr. Mark
Prezorski
Mr. Harvey J. Durham and
Ms. Kathleen Durham
Ms. Susan Ferris
Ms. Kusum Gaind and Mr. Rupi Puri
Ms. Pamela Graf
Mr. Ted Gramkow and
Ms. Betsy Gramkow
Ms. Sara Griffen and Mr. Thomas Griffen
Ms. Lisa Gunderman and
Mr. Theron Gunderman
Mr. Conrad Hanson
Mr. Leonard Herman and
Mr. Guido Loyola
Ms. Dorothy Heyl and
Mr. Thomas Depietro
Mr. John P. Kingsley
Ms. Ellen Kozak
Mr. Dini Lamot and Mr. Windle Davis
Mr. Peter M. Margolius and
Ms. Janice Protano
Mr. Patrick Milbourn and
Ms. Alyson Milbourn
Dr. Christine Oaklander
Mr. Dennis 0’Grady and
Ms. Judy 0’Grady
Mr. Ronald G. Peters and
Ms. Johna Peachin
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Porto, Il
Ms. Boots Reuling and Mr. Gary Egan
Mr. Jasper Spano and Ms. Marie Spano
Mr. Colin Stair and Mrs. Katrina Stair
Ms. Kay Stamer and Mr. Karl Anis
Mr. Harvey J. Struthers and
Mrs. Mary R. Struthers
Mr. Matthew Talomie and
Mr. Michael DeLellis
Ms. Evelyn D. Trebilcock and
Mr. Douglas Hammond
Ms. Carol Wallace
Mr. Timothy Watkins and
Mrs. Carol S. May

$100 - $249

Ms. Deborah Allen and Mr. Bob Hoch
Mr. Gilbert S. Bagnell and

Mrs. Mary Ann Bagnell
Mr. Richard Baright and

Mrs. Carleen Baright
Dr. Gerald Bauer and Ms. Sharon Bauer
Ms. Laura Borer and Mr. Philip Borer
Ms. Linda Bowden and

Mr. Harold B. Jenssen
Mr. Peter Buffington
Mr. Nicholas Bulzacchelli
Mr. Robert Carl and Ms. Joan Carl
Mr. Michael S. Casinghino and

C.B. Casinghino
Ms. Eileen Charbonneau and

Mr. Edward C. Gullo

Mrs. Sarah Coffin and
Mr. Thomas 0’Connor
Mr. Martin J. Davidson
Mr. William Day and Mrs. L. Ruth Day
Mr. Sheldon Evans and
Ms. Martha McMaster
Ms. Kate Farrell and Mr. James Farrell
Ms. Alma Flegel
Mr. Tomas Friedlander and
Ms. Lisa Friedlander
Ms. Eileen Gallagher and
Mr. Stephen Horniak
Mr. Julian Gamble and
Ms. Elizabeth Roby
Mr. Richard H. Gedney
Mr. Lawrence Gile and
Ms. Elizabeth Gile
Mr. Robert P. Gillis
Mr. Howard Godel
Ms. Marie Greco and
Mr. Emanuel Greco
Ms. Fayal Greene and
Mr. David J. Sharpe
Mr. Michael K. Groves
Mr. Nicholas Haddad and
Ms. Carrie Haddad
Mr. Nathan A. Hamm and
Ms. Nancy J. Gross
Ms. Hilary Hillman
Ms. Karen Hopkins and
Ms. Ashley Hopkins
Mr. Ernest E. Hunt, Ill and
Ms. Elsie Beard Hunt
Harrison deF. Hunt
Mr. Walter Ingalls and
Mrs. Donna Ingalls
Mr. David Jenkins and
Ms. Patrice Jenkins
Mrs. Dori Jenkins
Mr. Peter Jung
Mr. George Jurgsatis and
Mr. Robert Barnes
Ms. Joy S. Kasson and
Mr. John F. Kasson
Ms. Aven A. Kerr
Mr. David A. King
Ms. Lynn Kramer and Mr. Hal Brodie
Ms. Rita Landy
Mr. Miles Leahey and
Ms. Patricia Mosser
Mr. Richard Lease and
Mr. Marguerite Lease
Mr. Joshua B. Lipsman
Mr. lan MacNiven and Ms. Peggy Fox
Ms. Caroline M. Macomber and
Mr. John D. Macomber
Dr. Kenneth W. Maddox and
Ms. Janet Maddox
Mr. Robert Manno and
Ms. Magdalena Golczewski
Ms. Edith Marcik and
Mr. Terence Barrell
Ms. Anne Mitchell and
Mr. Phil Hershberger
Mr. Charles Mitchell
Mr. Robert K. Montgomery
Mr. Gund Novak

Mrs. Marilyn Oles and
Mr. Stephen G. Oles
Mr. Peter Ostrander and
Ms. Eileen Ostrander
Mr. Loring G. Pratt and Ms. Anne Pratt
Honorable George Pulver, Jr. and
Ms. Michele Pulver
Dr. Irwin Richman and
Ms. Susan M. Richman
Mr. Merrill Roth and Mrs. Ellen Roth
Dr. Paul D. Schweizer
Mr. Alexander L. Scott and
Ms. Molly Ballantine Scott
Ms. Carolyn Scott and Mr. Rod Neff
Mr. George Selden and Mrs. Ann Selden
Ms. Elizabeth Shafer and
Mr. Stephen Shafer
Mr. Patrick J. Shelley, Jr.
Mr. Robert Sheridan and
Ms. Judith Sheridan
Richard Sherlock and Dorothy Sherlock
Ms. Sue Ann Simonds
Mrs. Carol F. Tabler and
Mr. William Tabler
Professor Robert Titus and
Professor Johanna Titus
Mr. Malcolm Travelstead and
Ms. Brooke Travelstead
Ms. Nancy Ursprung
Mr. Joseph Vecchione and
Ms. Elizabeth Vecchione
Mr. Ronald Wagner and
Mr. Timothy Van Dam
Ms. Barbara L. Walter and
Mr. Bob Reithner
Mr. Sheldon Warshow and
Ms. Mary Warshow
Ms. Joyce Weinstein
Ms. Susan Wides and Mr. Jim Holl
Ms. Jean Williams
Professor John Wilmerding
Ms. Karen Zukowski and
Mr. David Diamond

up to $S100

Mrs. Judith Adams

Ms. Elizabeth Albright and
Mr. Timothy Albright, Sr.

Ms. Carol Allen

Ms. Alexandra Anderson

Mr. Guy Apicella

Mr. Kevin Avery

Mr. Charles E. Baldwin

Ms. Angela Benjamin

Mr. Gregg Berninger

Mr. James Campion and
Ms. Donna Lynk

Mr. Arnold Chadderdon

Ms. Cathy Childs

Mr. William Ciesla

Ms. Marcia Clark

Ms. Margaret Davidson

Ms. Elle Dietemann

Ms. Patricia Falk

Ms. Muriel Falkey

Ms. Theresa Flanagan Delace

Mr. Michael Gardner, MD
Ms. Vieve Gay and Mr. Robert Gay
Ms. Paula Glatzer
Dr. Andrew Gluck and Ms. Denise Gluck
Mr. Kico Govantes
Mr. Francis E. Green and
Mrs. Barbara Green
Ms. Sarah M. Gregg
Ms. P. L. Hanson
Mr. Delmar D. Hendricks
IBM Corporation
Mrs. Marilyn Kaplan
Kinderhook Memorial Library
Ms. Sandra Levey and Mr. David Levey
Mr. James Lewis
Mrs. Maria Livingston
Mr. Richard Livingston and
Mrs. Elizabeth Livingston
Ms. Marianne Lockwood and
Mr. David Bury
Ms. Ellen L. Longsworth
Mr. Robert Lupone and
Ms. Virginia Lupone
Mark A. Malley, PhD
Mr. Roland J. Mantovani
Ms. Bonnie Marranca
Ms. Virginia Martin
Max S. Wood Equipment
Mr. Barnabas McHenry
Ms. Chelsa Melo
Mr. Richard D. Morrill, Jr.
Mr. Donnell Neale
Mr. Alan G. Neumann
Dr. H. D. Peck and
Ms. Patricia B. Wallace
Mr. Clifford Plowman
Dr. lan H. Porter and
Ms. Josey Twombley
Mr. Frank Racette
Ms. Joan Razickas and
Mr. Paul Razickas
Ms. Theresa Reynolds
Ms. Barbara Rivette
Roshkowska Galleries
Ms. Michele Saunders Laine
Mr. Philip Savino and Ms. Bunny Savino
Mr. David R. Seamon
Ms. Irmgard Sell
Ms. Nancy J. Siegel
Ms. Nina Sklansky
Mr. Eldon Slocum
Ms. Clare L. Smith
Ms. Joan Starr
Mr. Samuel S. Stroud, Sr. and 11
Ms. Judith Macy Stroud
Mrs. Gwen Swertfager
Ms. Gladys Thomas
Mr. John D. Thompson
Mr. John Thorn
Ms. Alice Timothy
Mr. Robert Toole and
Mrs. Christine Toole
Ms. Mary M. Tynes
Ms. Lois Whealey
Ms. Barbara Willner and
Mr. Robert Willner
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