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Dear Friends,

2012 was a year of looking and reaching outward: expanding our Hudson 
River School Art Trail to 22 sites in five counties in the Hudson Valley and 
into three other states, getting in touch with artists of all ages and abili-
ties for a one-day show that brought in over 250 submissions, bringing the 
curator of American art all the way from the Louvre in Paris for a talk here 
at the Thomas Cole site, assessing our economic impact on the community, 
and completing a two-year study of best practices that set us on the road 
to museums and historic sites in fourteen states.  With a firm foundation 
now beneath us, the organization can really spread its wings. I extend my 
profound thanks to my dedicated and talented staff, our committed board 
of trustees, and the generous members, donors and volunteers that believe 
in this place. I look forward to reaching new heights with you. 

Elizabeth B. Jacks
Executive Director
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Elizabeth Jacks, Executive Director 
Sheri DeJan, Executive Assistant
Kate Menconeri, Collection & Exhibition Manager
Melissa Gavilanes, Director of Education
Alice Tunison, Historic Site Interpreter
Marie Spano, Visitor Center Manager
Peter & Tone Noci, Caretakers

The Thomas Cole National Historic Site is the place where American art was born in the 

early 19th century, as it was the home and workplace of Thomas Cole, founder of America’s 

first major art movement, now known as the Hudson River School. The board, staff, sup-

porters and volunteers comprise a rapidly growing organization that embraces change and 

continually pursues excellence. At its core, the organization’s purpose is to facilitate the 

connection between Cole’s vision and the people and ideas of our own time. We pursue this 

purpose by breathing new life into the historic site where such pioneering events took place, 

regenerating Cole’s revolutionary creativity so that it touches people’s lives in the present, 

and providing an opportunity for the public to engage with a story that sheds light on both 

our personal and national identity. 

Vision Statement
The Thomas Cole National Historic Site will be the leading source for education and  

scholarship that inspires cultural and environmental awareness of the American landscape 

and the continuing impact of Thomas Cole and the Hudson River School.

Mission Statement
The Thomas Cole National Historic Site preserves and interprets the home and studios 

of Thomas Cole, the founder of the Hudson River School of painting, the nation’s first art 

movement.  Cole’s profound influence on America’s cultural landscape inspires us to engage 

broad audiences through innovative educational programs that are relevant today.

Staff, volunteers and trustees at the summer 
fundraiser. Photograph by Rob Shannon
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This year, Thomas Cole finally 
obtained one of his fondest desires: 
an exhibition at the Musée du Lou-
vre. To celebrate, our 2012 Sunday 
Salon speakers included the Louvre’s 
curator of American art, Guillaume 
Faroult, and the curator from the 

Terra Foundation in Europe, Kath-
erine Bourguignon. Turning to this 
side of the Atlantic, in the fall we 
presented Dr. Elizabeth Mankin 
Kornhauser, the Curator of American 
Paintings at The Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art, who became a guiding 

force in the 10-year project to revamp 
the museum’s American Wing. Our 
2012 exhibition curated by Kather-
ine E. Manthorne, “Between Worlds: 
Landscapes of Louis Rémy Mignot”, 
brought to light the paintings of this 
world traveler who died young and 
left behind a scarce and spectacular 
body of work. 

In 2010, the Thomas Cole Na-
tional Historic Site launched the 
Thomas Cole Fellows program for 
recent college graduates and gradu-
ate students. Now in its third year, 
the program received more than 30 
applicants, hailing from 12 states, 
Canada, and the UK. The accepted 
Fellows commit to a five-month stay 

at the Thomas Cole Site, June 1 to 
November 1, and in exchange receive 
an honorarium, free housing at the 
historic site, the resumé-building 
experience of working in a museum 
environment, as well as a full sched-
ule of training, professional devel-
opment, networking and field trips. 
The 2013 Fellows – Margot Mache, 

Amara McMann and Madeline Turner 
– come to us from Boston University, 
the University of Manchester in the 
UK, and Bard College, respectively.

EDUCATION & Inspiration
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Elizabeth Mankin Kornhauser, Curator of American Paintings at The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, presenting at a Sunday Salon lecture 

Thomas Cole Fellows Madeline Turner, 
Amara McMann and Margot Mache 

Guests viewing the 2012 exhibition, Between 
Worlds: Landscapes of Lois Remy Mignot.  
Photograph by Thatcher Keats 
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In 2012 we dramatically expanded 
the Hudson River School Art Trail, 
the series of driving and walking 
trails to the places that inspired 
Hudson River School landscape 
paintings. In part¬nership with the 
Hudson Valley Greenway, we an-
nounced the expan¬sion from the 

original 8 to a total of 22 sites, and 
the story was featured in a two-page 
full-color spread in The New York 
Times over the summer. At the same 
time, through a grant from the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humani-
ties, the Trail gained a new website, 
www.hudsonriverschool.org, that 

is optimized for hand-held devices. 
There are now 17 sites in the Hudson 
Valley encompassing six counties, 
with the remaining five sites in  
Massachusetts, New Hampshire,  
and Wyoming. 

Our Second Annual Community Day 
drew over 400 people to Thomas 
Cole’s home and studio, double last 

year’s number, many of whom had 
never been here before. On the walls 
in the Main House were 250 new 
landscape paintings, including  
75 works by local kids, in the  
inaugural “Postcards from the  
Trail” exhibi¬tion. Each painting was 
the size of a postcard and depicted 
one of the 22 views of the Hudson 
River School Art Trail. We put out 

a “call to artists” in June and were 
astounded by the number of artists 
who responded. 

The results of our Economic Impact 
Study are in and the bottom line 
is that the Thomas Cole National 
Historic Site has an economic impact 
of more than $1.3 million and sup-
ports 15 jobs in the local economy. 

The economic impact includes local 
operating and capital spending by the 
site, spending by visitors to the site 
in the local area, and the local spend-
ing by businesses that service the site 
and its visitors. Jobs supported by us 
include those employed at the site, 
jobs supported by the spending of 
visitors to the site, and jobs support-
ed at businesses that service the site.

OUTREACH & Community

Visitors viewing Postcards from the Trail exhibition. 
Photograph by Thatcher Keats 

Dedication of a new site on the Hudson River School Art Trail with Mark Castiglione (Acting Director, 
Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area), Shayne Gallo, Mayor of Kingston; Congressman Maurice 
Hinchey; and Elizabeth Jacks 

Catskill Village President, Vincent Seeley, dressed as Thomas 
Cole at Community Day. Photograph by Thatcher Keats 
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In the fall we completed a two-year 
project to research and write an “In-
terpretive Plan” for the site, taking us 
on field trips all over the U.S. to find 
the best ideas for our own museum. 
The project enabled us to fund two 
years of research on the original 

use and appearance of the rooms of 
Thomas Cole’s home and the ground-
breaking events that took place here. 
We are now applying for grant fund-
ing to take this new information and 
inspiration and put it into practice for 
all to enjoy. 

The project to reconstruct Thomas 
Cole’s “New Studio” took another 
step forward this year with the selec-
tion of architect John Mesick to lead 
the reconstruction of the building 
that Cole designed and used as his 
workspace from 1846 until his death 
in 1848. The partnership of Mesick 
Cohen Wilson Baker Architects, 

LLP, with offices in Albany, NY, and 
Williamsburg, VA, specializes in the 
dis¬cipline of historic preservation 
with projects such as the New York 
State Capitol and Thomas Jefferson’s 
Monticello.

We now have a reference library 
consisting of over 571 publications – 
up from only 77 in 2009 – thanks to 

the efforts of our educator, Melissa. 
In the last few months alone she has 
added over 100 books at zero cost by 
applying for grants and asking for do-
nations from volunteers and others.
The results of our Economic Impact 
Study are in and the bottom line is 
that the Thomas Cole National His-
toric Site has an economic impact of 
more than $1.3 million and supports 

15 jobs in the local economy. The 
economic impact includes local oper-
ating and capital spending by the site, 
spending by visitors to the site in the 
local area, and the local spending by 
businesses that service the site and 
its visitors. Supporting the local com-
munity is a key piece of our strategic 
plan and we look forward to growing 
our economic impact even more.

DEVELOPMENT & Growth

View from the porch of Thomas Cole’s home. 
Photography by Peter Aaron



10 11

Mr. Peter Ricci and Ms. Jane Ricci
Mr. David L. Robertson
Mr. George Selden and Mrs. Ann Selden
Mr. Jasper Spano and Ms. Marie Spano
Mr. Matthew Talomie and  

Mr. Michael DeLellis
Mr. Patrick Terenchin and  

Mr. David Ludwig
Ms. Nancy Ursprung
Dr. Elliot S. Vesell
Ms. Barbara Weber and  

Mr. Walter Weber
Mr. Wheelock Whitney, III and  

Mr. Sandro Cagnin
Ms. Karen Zukowski and  

Mr. David Diamond

$250 - $499
Ms. Isabelle Autones and  

Mr. Francis Greenburger
Mr. Eric Baumgartner and  

Mrs. Katherine Baumgartner
Mr. Matthew Bender and  

Mrs. Phoebe Bender
Mr. Peter Bevacqua and  

Mr. Stephen King
Ms. Ann Clapper
Mr. Martin J. Davidson
Fortnightly Club
Mr. Peter Frank
Ms. Alexandra Funk
Ms. Eileen Gallagher and  

Mr. Stephen Horniak
Mr. Robert P. Gillis
Ms. Sarah Gray Miller and  

Mr. Tony Stamolis
Ms. Marie Greco and  

Mr. Emanuel Greco
Ms. Lisa Gunderman and  

Mr. Theron Gunderman
Ms. Hilary Hillman
Ms. Kate Johns and Mr. Jason Shaw
Ms. Aven A. Kerr
Mr. John P. Kingsley
Mr. Joshua B. Lipsman
Mr. Peter M. Margolius and  

Ms. Janice Protano
Ms. Ronnie McCue
Dr. Christine Oaklander
Mr. Dennis O’Grady and  

Ms. Judy O’Grady
Mr. Loring G. Pratt and Ms. Anne Pratt
Ms. Janice Protano
Honorable George Pulver, Jr. and  

Ms. Michele Pulver
Ms. Boots Reuling and Mr. Gary Egan
Ms. Sue Ann Simonds
Mr. David Slutzky and Ms. Jean Slutzky
Ms. Kay Stamer and Mr. Karl Anis
Mr. Randy J. Tryon and  

Mr. Daniel A. DeBerardinis
Mr. Ronald Wagner and  

Mr. Timothy Van Dam
Ms. Carol Wallace
Mr. Scott Wallant and Ms. Dawn Wallant
Mr. Timothy Watkins and  

Mrs. Carol S. May
Ms. Susan Wides and Mr. Jim Holl

$100 - $249
Ms. Deborah Allen and Mr. Bob Hoch
Mr. Gilbert S. Bagnell and  

Mrs. Mary Ann Bagnell
Mrs. Jenny Baldwin
Mr. Richard Baright and  

Mrs. Carleen Baright
Dr. Gerald Bauer and Ms. Sharon Bauer
Ms. Laura Borer and Mr. Philip Borer
Ms. Linda Bowden and  

Mr. Harold B. Jenssen
Nicholas Bulzacchelli
Mr. Juan Carretero and  

Mr. David Usbourne
Ms. Eileen Charbonneau and  

Mr. Edward C. Gullo
Mr. John Cross and Mrs. Linda Cross
Mr. William Day and Mrs. L. Ruth Day
Ms. Gracia Dayton and  

Mr. Bruce Dayton
Mr. Sheldon Evans and  

Ms. Martha McMaster
Ms. Susan Ferris
Professor Harvey Flad, PhD
Mr. Tomas Friedlander and  

Ms. Lisa Friedlander
Mr. Tom Froese
Mr. Julian Gamble and  

Ms. Elizabeth Roby
Mr. Michael Gardner, MD
Mr. Lawrence Gile and  

Ms. Elizabeth Gile
Mr. Larry Gillaspie and  

Ms. Janis Pforsich
Mr. Howard Godel
Ms. Fayal Greene and  

Mr. David J. Sharpe
Mr. Nathan A. Hamm and  

Ms. Nancy J. Gross
Mr. Conrad Hanson
Ms. Marilyn Hayden and  

Mr. John J. Tracy, Jr.
Mr. Delmar D. Hendricks
Ms. Karen Hopkins and  

Ms. Ashley Hopkins
Mr. Ernest E. Hunt, III and  

Ms. Elsie Beard Hunt
Mr. Philip M. Huyck and  

Ms. Mary H. Huyck
Mr. Walter Ingalls and  

Mrs. Donna Ingalls
Mr. David Jenkins and  

Ms. Patrice Jenkins
Mrs. Dori Jenkins
Mr. Peter Jung
Ms. Joy S. Kasson and  

Mr. John F. Kasson
Mr. David A. King
Ms. Pamela King-Belfor
Mr. Kirk Kneller and Ms. Susan Kneller
Ms. Lynn Kramer and Mr. Hal Brodie
Ms. Rita Landy
Mr. Miles Leahey and  

Ms. Patricia Mosser
Mr. Richard Lease and  

Mr. Marguerite Lease
Ms. Sandra Levey and Mr. David Levey
Mr. Ian MacNiven and Ms. Peggy Fox

Ms. Caroline M. Macomber and  
Mr. John D. Macomber

Dr. Kenneth W. Maddox and  
Ms. Janet Maddox

Mr. Robert Manno and  
Ms. Magdalena Golczewski

Mr. Patrick Milbourn and  
Ms. Alyson Milbourn

Ms. Anne Mitchell and  
Mr. Phil Hershberger

Mr. Robert K. Montgomery
Mrs. Marilyn Oles and  

Mr. Stephen G. Oles
Mr. Peter Ostrander and  

Ms. Eileen Ostrander
Mr. Ronald G. Peters and  

Ms. Johna Peachin
Mrs. Antonella T. Preve
Mr. Frank Racette
Mr. Richard Rappleyea and  

Mrs. Kim Rappleyea
Ms. Karen F. Rhodes and  

Mr. Robert Rhodes
Dr. Irwin Richman and  

Ms. Susan M. Richman
Ms. Barbara Rivette
Mr. Keith Rubin and Mrs. Kathy Rubin
Mr. Philip Savino and Ms. Bunny Savino
Mr. Alexander L. Scott and Ms. Molly 

Ballantine Scott
Mr. Robert Sheridan and  

Ms. Judith Sheridan
Mr. Brian Smith and Ms. Suzanne Smith
Ms. Clare L. Smith
Mr. Glenn Statile
Mr. Harvey J. Struthers and  

Mrs. Mary R. Struthers
Ms. Gladys Thomas
Professor Robert Titus and  

Professor Johanna Titus
Mr. Robert Toole and  

Mrs. Christine Toole
Mr. Malcolm Travelstead and  

Ms. Brooke Travelstead
Ms. Evelyn D. Trebilcock and  

Mr. Douglas Hammond
Mr. Joseph Vecchione and  

Ms. Elizabeth Vecchione
Ms. Barbara L. Walter and  

Mr. Bob Reithner
Mr. Sheldon Warshow and  

Ms. Mary Warshow
Ms. Joyce Weinstein
Mr. Todd M. Whitley
Professor John Wilmerding
Mr. David Woodin
Mr. Charles Zwickel and  

Ms. Lynn Zwickel

up to $99
Ms. Elizabeth Albright and  

Mr. Timothy Albright, Sr.
Ms. Carol Allen
Ms. Alexandra Anderson
Mr. Guy Apicella
Mr. Kevin Avery
Mr. Charles E. Baldwin
Ms. Kristy Bishop

Mr. James Campion and  
Ms. Donna Lynk

Mr. Robert Carl and Ms. Joan Carl
Mr. Arnold Chadderdon
Ms. Cathy Childs
Ms. Marcia Clark
Ms. Pamela Cohen
Ms. Margaret Davidson
Ms. Elle Dietemann
Ms. Jacquelyn Etling
Ms. Patricia Falk
Ms. Muriel Falkey
Ms. Alma Flegel
Ms. Vieve Gay and Mr. Robert Gay
Ms. Paula Glatzer
Dr. Andrew Gluck and Ms. Denise Gluck
Ms. Pamela Graf
Ms. Sarah M. Gregg
Ms. P. L. Hanson
Ms. Mary Ellen Hern and  

Mr. Damon Hern
IBM Corporation
Kinderhook Memorial Library
Ms. Carol Kohan
Mr. Clayton W. Lewis and  

Ms. Joan M. Biskupic
Mr. James Lewis
Ms. Ellen L. Longsworth
Mr. Robert Lupone and  

Ms. Virginia Lupone
Mark A. Malley, PhD
Mr. Roland J. Mantovani
Ms. Barbara E. Marks
Max S. Wood Equipment
Mr. Barnabas McHenry
Ms. Chelsa Melo
Mr. Donnell Neale
Mr. James O’Connell and  

Mrs. Ann O’Connell
Dr. H. D. Peck and  

Ms. Patricia B. Wallace
Ms. Cathy Penna
Ms. Joan Razickas and  

Mr. Paul Razickas
Ms. Theresa Reynolds
Ms. Michele Saunders Laine
Ms. Irmgard Sell
Ms. Elizabeth Shafer and  

Mr. Stephen Shafer
Ms. Nancy J. Siegel
Mr. Eldon Slocum
Ms. Joan Starr
Mrs. Gwen Swertfager
Mr. John Thorn
Ms. Alice Timothy
Ms. Mary M. Tynes
Mrs. Geraldine Weidel and  

Mr. Oskar Weidel
Mr. Carl Whitbeck
Ms. Jean Williams
Ms. Barbara Willner and  

Mr. Robert Willner

$5000 and up
Mr. Ramzi Abufaraj and Mr. Keith Nuss
Brown Foundation
Enoch Foundation and  

Marianne Lockwood 
Mr. Keith Evans
Ms. Lisa Fox Martin and  

Mr. John Dickinson May
GE Foundation
Mr. David Grey and Mrs. Laura Grey
J.M. Kaplan Fund Inc.
Mr. Richard Mason and  

Mrs. Elizabeth Mason
Dr. Anne Miller and Mr. Stuart Breslow
New York State Council on the Arts
Ms. Betsy Scott and Mr. Alfred Scott
Mr. Warner Shook and Mr. Frank Swim
Mr. Maynard Toll and Ms. Kay Toll

$2500 - $4999
Mr. Stephen Dunn and  

Ms. Jacqueline Dunn
Mr. David B. Forer and  

Ms. Mary G. Forer
Mr. Barry Garfinkel and  

Ms. Gloria Garfinkel
Ms. Linda Gentalen and  

Mr. Tom Gentalen
Mr. Michel Goldberg
Mr. Charles D. Hewett, Jr. and  

Mr. Charles D. Olbricht
Ms. Nina Matis and Mr. Alan Gosule
Mr. Johnnie Moore and  

Mr. Ashton Hawkins
New York Council For the Humanities
Ms. Purcell Palmer
Mr. Stephen Shadley
Mr. Colin Stair and Mrs. Katrina Stair
Mr. Howard Zar and  

Mr. Raymond J. Kurdziel

$1000 - $2499
Mr. Peter M. Bakal
Mr. David Barnes and Ms. Jill Taylor
Ms. Carolyn Marks Blackwood and  

Mr. Greg Quinn
Dr. Matthew Brown and  

Mrs. Maria Brown
Mr. Duke Dang and  

Mr. Charles E. Rosen
Enoch Foundation
Ms. Kate Farrell and Mr. James Farrell
Ms. Carrie Feder and  

Mr. Randall A. Evans
Mr. Charles Flood and  

Ms. Kristin Gamble Flood
Ms. MaryEllen Gallagher
Ms. Ginnie Gardiner and Mr. Jon Phillips
Mr. Thomas Gibson and  

Ms. Di-Anne Gibson

Greene County Council on the Arts
Ms. Jean D. Hamilton and  

Mr. Richard McCarthy
Ms. Madelyn Jennings
Mr. Demetrios Karayannides and  

Mrs. Sue Karaynnides
Mr. Brendan Kelly
Mr. Dini Lamot and Mr. Windle Davis
Ms. Marianne Lockwood and  

Mr. David Bury
Mr. Thomas McKay and  

Ms. Elizabeth McKay
Ms. Barbara B. Millhouse
Mr. Louis Salerno
Mr. Richard Sharp
Mr. Patrick J. Shelley, Jr.
Ms. Robin Smith and Mr. Martin Smith
Ms. Frances Spark
Mr. Hudson Talbott
Mrs. Sybil Tannenbaum and  

Mr. Richard Tannenbaum
Mr. Kenneth Williams and  

Mrs. Ethel Williams

$500 - $999
Mrs. Ann Artschwager
AXA Foundation
Ms. Asli Ay and Mr. Evren Ay
Ms. Ava Barbour and  

Mr. David Christofferson
Dr. Richard Bassin and  

Mrs. Jean Bassin
Mr. James Bulich and  

Mrs. Micaela Bulich
Ms. Catherine Censor and  

Mr. Anthony Uzzo
Ms. Joan K. Davidson
Mr. Owen Davidson and  

Mr. Mark Prezorski
Ms. Pat Doudna
Mr. Peter Finn and Ms. Sarah Finn
Ms. Kusum Gaind and Mr. Rupi Puri
Mrs. Virginia Hering and  

Mr. Grant Hering
Mr. David O. Herman
Mr. Leonard Herman and  

Mr. Guido Loyola
Ms. Dorothy Heyl and  

Mr. Thomas Depietro
Ms. Patricia Kaufman
Ms. Veronica Kosich and  

Dr. Martin Kosich
Mr. John Lankenau and  

Ms. Alison Lankenau
Mrs. Karen Lent and Mr. Scott Lent
Mr. J. David Lesenger
Mr. John Moree and  

Mrs. Margaret Moree
Nan Guterman Foundation, the
Mr. Peter O’Hara and Mr. John Garofalo
Mr. Alan Pavese

10 11

2012 Sources and  

Uses of Funds

Total Income: $543,832

Total Expense: $526,890

2012 Donors 

and Members




