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Where American Art Was Born
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Betsy Jacks on

Dear Friends,

This year was a big chapter in our story to regenerate Thomas Cole’s
revolutionary creativity at the place where American art was born. As
The New York Tvmes observed, we are “not your mother’s house tour.”
Thank you for being a part of this forward-thinking community.

The historic campus was buzzing all season long with the grand
opening of new digital story-telling installations hidden within Thomas
Cole’s newly restored interior designs in the Main House; the second
annual Hudson River School exhibition presented in the New Studio
and curated by Kevin Avery, Senior Research Scholar at The Met; and a
solo exhibition with world-renowned contemporary artist Kiki Smith as
part of our annual exhibition series OPEN HOUSE: Contemporary Art
in Conversation with Cole.

After nearly a decade of research, we unveiled The Parlors, an
immersive experience that offers a new model for historic house
museums. The installation in the first floor Parlors restores Cole’s
interior designs, including his own original decorative wall paintings
that had previously been hidden beneath layers of modern paint, and
employs technology to bring the artist’s words to life.

In the recently reconstructed New Studio building, we presented
the exhibition, Sanford R. Gifford in the Catskills that brought a curated
selection of Gifford’s masterful 19th-century landscape paintings back
to the region that inspired them.

Together, we’ve accomplished so much. Thank you for supporting
this organization in becoming a leading source for education and
scholarship on American art.

Wit

Elizabeth B. Jacks

Executive Director
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THE THOMAS COLE NATIONAL HisTORIC SITE marks the birthplace

of American art, as it was the home of the founder of the nation’s first
major art movement, now known as the Hudson River School. Located
in the Hudson River Valley, the site includes Thomas Cole’s 1815

home, his 1839 studio, and the recently reconstructed 1846 New

Studio, with gardens and grounds overlooking a sweeping view of the
Catskill Mountains. The site is an affiliate of the National Park Service
and operates as a forward-thinking, independent nonprofit organization.
Our vision 1s to be the leading source for education and scholarship on
Thomas Cole and inspire cultural and environmental awareness of the
American landscape.
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A group of Thomas Cole Site Trustees at the Summer Party Photo by Rob Shannon

Photo by Devin Pickering
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EXHIBITIONS AND INSPIRATION

We presented two major exhibitions
at the Thomas Cole National
Historic Site in 2017 featuring
19th-century Hudson River
School masterpieces and acclaimed
contemporary art. Presented in

the recently reconstructed New
Studio building, our 19th-century
exhibition series continued to

grow with the exhibition Sanford
R. Gifford in the Catskalls. The
show was curated by Kevin Avery,
a Senior Research Scholar at The

Metropolitan Museum of Art and
member of our National Council.
Our exhibition was accompanied
by a print publication authored by
Dr. Avery, who also co-organized
the 2003 major retrospective
exhibition Hudson River School
Visions: The Landscapes of Sanford
R. Gufford for The Metropolitan
Museum of Art and the National
Gallery of Art. Our exhibition was
the first to bring Gifford’s paintings
of the Catskills back to the region

that inspired them. Sanford R.
Gifford (1823-1880) is from
Hudson, NY, just across the river
from the Thomas Cole Historic
Site, and credits Cole’s work as
sparking his interest in landscape
painting. The exhibition was
made possible by a grant from the
National Endowment for the Arts
as well as Michael Altman Fine Art
& Advisory Services, the Bank of
Greene County, the Greene County
Legislature through the County
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Initiative Program of the Greene
County Council on the Arts and
the Kindred Spirits Society of the
Thomas Cole National Historic
Site. The accompanying catalogue
was supported by the Barrie A. and
Deedee Wigmore Foundation.

The second installment in our
annual series OPEN HOUSE:
Contemporary Art in Conversation
with Cole featured a solo exhibition
with the world-renowned artist

Kiki Smith. KIKI SMITH: From

the Creek opened to exuberant
crowds and was lauded in T#e
New York Times. Smith’s artwork
in the exhibition was largely
mspired by her experiences along
Catskill Creek, Thomas Cole’s
favorite “haunt” and life-long
muse. Noted American art critic
Nancy Princenthal declared in
The New York Times that none of
the artwork “has been shown to
better advantage.” Smith worked
with Exhibition Curator, Kate

_

Menconeri, to site over 25 artworks
for the installation, which included
a ten-foot tall jacquard tapestry,
recent prints, and sculptures of

bronze, aluminum and glass. The
exhibition catalogue featured

an essay by the curator and an
exclusive interview with the artist.
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INTERPRETATION AND PRESERVATION

In 2017 we unveiled a project that
was over a decade in the making.
The Parlors is an immersive
installation combining digital
storytelling with the historic
restoration of Thomas Cole’s own
interior designs throughout the first
floor of the artist’s home. Thomas
Cole’s interior designs include

newly discovered decorative
paintings by Cole on the walls

of his home, and the project is
one of the first in the nation to
create digital installations within
the authentic historic spaces, not
segmented off in a modern visitor
center. The experience includes
Cole’s images and writings that

seem to come to life and immersive
audio of the artists own words,
given voice by the acclaimed actor
Jamie Bell, pro bono, with thanks to
Brian Swardstrom for introducing
us to Jamie. The installation has
captivated visitors of all ages and
exposes both the driving force
behind Cole’s revolutionary



creativity as well as the realities he
faced as a professional artist with
patrons to please.

The Parlors was developed
with a team of scholars and
specialists in the fields of art history,
historic interiors, education and
theatrical production including
Jean Dunbar, Carrie Feder, Lisa Fox

Martin, Kate Menconeri, Warner
Shook, Nancy Siegel, and Alan
Wallach, led by the project manager
Heather Paroubek and directed by
Betsy Jacks. The digital installations
were executed by Second Story,
Inc. Jean Dunbar and Carrie Feder
directed the historic restoration,
which was implemented by historic

paint specialist Matthew Mosca and
acclaimed conservator Margaret

Saliske.

Major funding for The Parlors was provided by the National
Endowment for the Humanities: Exploring the human
endeavor, the Institute of Museum and Library Services
MA-10-15- 0116-15, and by Empire State Development’s I
LOVE NEW YORK program under the Market NY initiative.
Additional support provided by the Hudson River Valley
Greenway, Herzog’s of Kingston, Eli Wilner & Company of
New York City, and Geoff Howell Studio.



Cole Fellow Madeline Conley with visitors on Coi

EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY

2017 was the year we extended the
annual Cole Fellowship Program
from a six-month residency to a full
year. We welcomed four talented
rising scholars who all proceeded
on to graduate programs in the
arts: Madeline Conley, Rowanne
Dean, Adam Grimes, and Michael
Quituisaca. Madeline specialized
in education at the historic site.
Building on research by 2016

Cole Fellow Kathleen Brousseau

that was done in partnership

with local school teachers and
supported by The Bay & Paul
Foundations, Madeline created
engaging programs using American
art and creative activities to teach
core curriculum themes, such as
American history and the Industrial
Revolution. The programs were
piloted in regional classrooms and
at the historic site, doubling the
number of school children that

we serve. Rowanne conducted
extensive research on Thomas
Cole’s sister, Sarah Cole, and his
daughter, Emily Cole, that will
support future exhibitions and
programs featuring the work of
these artists from the collection.
Adam gathered Cole’s notes and
sketches and studied them together
with the finished paintings to
lluminate Cole’s creative process
and artistic decisions. Michael



gathered primary sources and
conducted interviews to write a
recent history of the historic site
from when the Cole family sold
the property in the 1970s through
its transformation into a museum
and historic site that opened to the
public in 2001.

As part of the annual Sunday
Salons lecture series, we invited
scholars at the top of their fields
to the historic site to present new

Kevin Avery del“ering Curator’s Talk o
Sanford R. Gifford in the Catskills

research on American art and
landscape. The Sunday Salons
featured Alan Wallach, Professor
Emeritus at William & Mary;
Lloyd DeWitt, Chief Curator of
the Chrysler Museum of Art; Jean
Dunbar, historic interiors expert;
Matthew Mosca, historic paint
specialist; and John F. McGuigan,
Jr., independent scholar. Topics
included the significance of
Cole’s interior designs, the

reinterpretation of the Main House,
the Dutch influence on Cole

and the Hudson River School,

and Cole’s transformative trip to
Florence in 1831. In the spring, Dr.
Kevin Avery delivered a Curator’s
Talk on our exhibition Sanford R.
Gifford in the Catskills to a sold-out
audience in Catskill, New York.



DEVELOPMENT AND GROWTH

Our events really shone this

year thanks to our community of
supporters. Event sponsors, tickets
and donations for the year totaled

over $190,000, a 38% increase from

the previous year. Our Chairman
Lisa Fox Martin hosted the annual
Summer Party in June with her
renowned gusto and grace at her
home on the banks of the Hudson
River, and Geoff Howell designed
the stunning dinner tent décor

with Cole paintings floating above
us. The holiday party was a night
to remember with festive libations
in the New Studio bedecked with
holiday cheer by trustee Carrie
Feder, followed by private dinner
parties at the nearby homes of dear
friends and neighbors.

This year with over $600,000
in lead funding from the National
Endowment for the Humanities
and the Institute of Museum and

Library Services, we completed
the new digital installations and
historic restoration of The Parlors
in Thomas Cole’s Historic Main
House. We were also awarded a
$165,000 marketing grant from
Empire State Development’s I
LOVE NEW YORK program
under the Market NY initiative to
get the word out about the new
experience and drive tourism
dollars to the region. Empire State




Photo by Rob Shannon

Development also provided half
a million dollars in support of
the New Studio building, and we
were thrilled to welcome Michael
Yevoli, Capital Region Director
of Empire State Development, to
the grand opening of The Parlors
and the opening of the second
annual New Studio exhibition. The
visitor response to our expanded
programming was resoundingly
positive: admissions increased by

Regional director of Empi'.'j__
the opening of The Parlors ar d d R. Gii

50% 1n just one year!

As previously announced, in
2014 we received a challenge grant
from the National Endowment
for the Humanities to establish a
$1.2 million Program Endowment
for educational programming in
perpetuity. We are thrilled to share
that we have secured over $915,000
to date through fundraising and
matching NEH funds, and met the
matching deadline for the first three

elopment Michael Yevoli attends
rd in the Catskills

years of the five-year grant period.
We reached this year’s hurdle of
raising $300,000 — the largest of
the challenges — with significant
support from the Willow Springs
Charitable Trust, the Walton Family
Foundation, and an outpouring of
donations pledged at the annual
Summer Party to bring us over the
finish line.

Photo by Veroninca Chewens



2017 SOURCES &
USES OF FUNDS

Total Income $1,794,813

M Federal Grants 31%

[l State Grants 6%
Other Grants 17%

M Private Support 14%

[ Events 12%
Admission 6%

[l Shop Sales 2%

Il Other Income 12%

Total Expenses $1,211,315

M Staff 41%

M Consultants 23%
Equipment & Supplies 2%

M Collection & Display 3%

[ Maintenance & Security 8%
PR, Printing & Events 12%

M Catering & Decorating 3%

M Postage & Shipping 4%

[l Shop & Miscellaneous 3%

Total income does not include unrealized market gains/losses.
Excess of income over expenses reflects the establishment of a
Program Endowment.

Laura & David Gray at the Summet Party Photo by Rob Shannon

Kristin Gamble & David Garza

at the Holiday Gathering Photo by Jennifer Morse
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Nina Matis & friend at the-Summer PEi‘rty Photo by Rob Shannon
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Photo by Reb Shannon




2017 DONORS & MEMBERS
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$25,000 to $99,999
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Michael Altman
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Mathew & Amy Davidson, The J.M.
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Anne Miller & Stuart Breslow

Barbara Ettinger & Sven Huseby,
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Maynard & Kay Toll
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Peter M. Bakal

James & Micaela Bulich
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Jame ]
& friends at the S

Joan K. Davidson, The J.M. Kaplan
Fund

Stephen & Jacqueline Dunn
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David B. Forer

Ella M. Foshay
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Seth & Ariane Harrison
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Meredith Kane
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Richard & Elizabeth Mason

Betsy & Al Scott

Warner Shook & Frank Swim

Frances Spark

Mark T. Gallogly & Elizabeth B.
Strickler

Barbara Ettinger & Sven Huseby,
The Ettinger Foundation
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Asli & Evren Ay

Matthew & Phoebe Bender

Annette & Stanley Blaugrund

Richard Bodin & Greg Feller

David Bury & Marianne Lockwood

Matthew & Maria Brown

Christopher E. Buck & Hara
Schwartz

Greene County Legislature through
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the Greene County Council on
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Jean D. Hamilton & Richard N.
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Hudson River Bank & Trust

Opening Day

Foundation
Diane Kamp & Michael Clayton
Nancy Kyle & Jack Fraser
John & Mary K. McGuigan
Gina Meggo-Garza & David Garza
John & Margaret Moree
Purcell Palmer
Richard N. Philp
Richard & Kim Rappleyea
Richard Sharp
Patrick J. Shelley & Patricia Pindar
Peter Spears & Brian Swardstrom
Howard Zar & Raymond J. Kurdziel

$1,000 to $2,499

Elaine Abrams

Bank of Greene County Charitable
Foundation

Ava Barbour & David Allen

Miranda Barry & Charlotte Sheedy

James W. Battle

May Brawley Hill

Allan E. Bulley

Allen Coulter

Doreen & Crane Davis

Donohue Family Foundation

Diane & Carlos Dunn

Carrie Feder & Randall Evans

Linda S. Ferber

Marshall Field V & Jamee Field
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MaryEllen Gallagher

Ginnie Gardiner & Jon Phillips
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Michel Goldberg

Ashton Hawkins & Johnnie Moore

Morrison H. & Fenella Heckscher

Susan Hendrickson

Charles D. Hewett & Charles G.
Olbricht

Andy & Linda Horowitz

Madelyn P. Jennings, The
Community Foundation for the
Greater Capt. Reg

L S. Johnson

John P Kingsley

Alison & John Lankenau

Millicent A. & Russell G. LeCount

Jay Lesenger

Patti Matheney & Michael Schrom

Thomas & Elizabeth McKay

Joanne D. Payson

Cindy Putorti & Ken Tsukada
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Penelope Queen & Wolfgang Brandl|

Charles M. & Deborah Royce

Joan Ruttenburg

Alison Schwartz

Paul D. Schweizer

Gregory Smith

Robin & Martin Smith

Hudson Talbott

llliana van Meeteren & Terence
Boylan
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Hillary Weisman & Edward
Scarvalone

Adrienne Willis

Karen Zukowski & David Diamond
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Charles Rosen & Duke Dang at'the Summer Party
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Christine Jones & Bert Goldfinger

Peter Jung

Gina Meggo-Garza & David Gar'ia
at the Summer Party
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$100 to $249

Ramzi Abufaraj & Keith Nuss
Deborah Allen & Robert Hoch
Tim Allred

Carolynn F. Anklam
Kevin J. Avery

Jeff Bailey

Charles E. Baldwin

Photo by Rob Shannon

Richard & Carleen Baright

Kathleen & Charles Beach

Edward Beaty & Hai T. Ngo

Laura Blanco & Robert Shainheit
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Jesse Bransford & Susan Aberth

Peter Buffington

Susan P. Burke & Coleman Burke
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Sarah & David L. Carr-Locke

Eliza P. Childs & Will Melton

Ann L. Clapper

Susan & Lawrence Daniels

Gracia & Bruce Dayton

Mark & Carin DeNat

Anna K. Dietz

David C. & Wanda J. Dorpfeld

Marilyn M. Du Bois

Harriet Enzor

Erving and Joyce Wolf Foundation

Sheldon Evans & Martha McMaster

Patricia Falk

Jeanette Fintz & Daniel Jack
Solomon

Linda Francy

Tomas & Lisa Friedlander

Vieve Gay

Charles & Adelia Geiger

Kristi Gibson

Larry Gillaspie & Janis Pforsich

Howard & Melinda Godel, Godel
Fine Art

Andy Goldsborough & Alex
Contreras

Emanuel & Marie Greco

Jan & Lester Greenberg

Rodney Greenblat & Deena Lebow

Lisa & Theron Gunderman

Nicholas Haddad

Lydia Hadjipateras

Nathan A. Hamm & Nancy J. Gross

P L Hanson

Warren & Eden Hart

Hartland Brooklyn

Ann Haskell

Hilary Hillman & Carl Bethge

Ted & Nancy Hilscher

Karen Hopkins

Robert Hoven & Wayne Holmen

Joy S. & John F. Kasson

Joseph & Jane Keiffer

Richard M. Keresey

David A. King

Lynn Kramer & Hal Brodie

Annik LaFarge & Ann Godoff

Peggy Lampman & lan Nitschke

Margie K. & James Laurie

Charles LeDray & Matt Wieland

Sandra & David Levey

Richard & Elizabeth Livingston

Robert D. & Jackie Loversidge

lan MacNiven & Peggy Fox

Kenneth W. & Janet Maddox

Robert Manno & Magdalena
Golczewski

William T. & Barbara Maple

Sam Margolius

Ronnie McCue

Laura Morgan

Marilyn Murphy DuBois

Daniel Nafzger

Alan G. Neumann

Christine Oaklander

Dennis & Judy O’Grady

Frederick & Anne Osborn

Peter & Eileen Ostrander

Elizabeth O’Sullivan

Patrick Pacheco

Paul Peacock

Susan H. Perkins

Ronald G. Peters & Johna Peachin

Karen Peterson & Dominic Frank

Norman A. Posner & Graham Farrell

Jay Power

Michele Pulver

Barbara Rankin

Cynthia R. Richards

Robert & Cynthia Richardson

Irwin & Susan Richman

Barbara Rivette

Karen Rothmyer & Bernard Rivers

Janeen A. Sarlin

Philip & Bunny Savino

Charles Schaefer

Alexander L. Scott & Molly
Ballantine Scott

Florie Seery & Marc Bryan-Brown

Ann & George Selden

Sue Senecah & Van Calhoun

Robert & Judith Sheridan

Janet Spears

Glenn Statile & Agnes Beck-Statile
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2017 DONORS & MEMBERS

Charles Stimson

Matthew Talomie & Michael
Delellis

Helene Tieger & Paul Ciancanelli

Robert & Johanne Titus

Eliza Todd-Tivey
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Gerald & Sharon Bauer
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William L. Coleman
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John Cooley
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Elle Dietemann

Dennis Dixon

Muriel H. & Leigh Falkey

Ann Marie Flynn

Michael Freimuth

David Fried

Suzanne Frye

Richard H. & Michele Gedney

Anne Gibbs & Janos Barna

Paula Glatzer

Christable Gough

Kico Govantes

Jamie Grossman

Hollis Heimbouch & Paul Peacock

Anita Hermesdorf

Nancy D. Horn

Norman S. Hoyt

Roger Hoyt

Hudson Area Association Library

Thomas lllari

Louise Kalin-Asekoff

Mary Pesez Kames

Patricia & John Kay

David Kennedy

Kinderhook Memorial Library

Carol Kohan

Mary Delaney D. Krugman

Ellen Kulisek

Peter Liman & Regina Feinstein

Ellen L. Longsworth

Mame Lyttle

Mark A. Malley

Roland J. Mantovani

Virginia Martin

Max S. Wood Equipment

Ellen McKeon

Chelsa Melo

Merck Foundation Partnership for
Giving

John W. Millard Jr.

Michael Myers & Charles Edwards

Kip Neale

Network For Good

Carolyn E. Neurohr

Adalgisa Nucci

Jean Louise O’Sullivan

Jim Parrish

Philip Parzygnat

H. D. Peck & Patricia B. Wallace

Alban Plotkin

Rosie Potamkin

Frank Racette

Kelly Reynolds

Theresa Reynolds

John Roberto

Roeliff Jansen Community Library

Michael Russin

Holiday Gathering

Ellen Ryan

William Scheele

Cynthia L. Sherwood-Judd

Susan Simon

Carol Sloan

Eldon Slocum

Robert H. Smith

Joan M. Starr

Mark Sullivan

Jane Swavely

Gwen Swertfager

Carol F. & William Tabler

Phyllis Teal

Alice Timothy

Frank Tosto

Joan Trunt

Marianne Van Lent & Nicholas
Goldsmith

Lois Vendon

Harry 0. Vincent

John Vlad

George Ward

Geraldine & Oskar Weidel
Joyce Weinstein

Lois Whealey

Jean Williams

Cynthia Willis

Barbara & Robert Willner
Anna Winand

Linda Wright

Joan W.Young

Judith Zink

Joyce Zucker
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